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The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

January 9 & 10, 2021 
 

Secrets of the Savior: Hidden in Baptism. 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Please stand 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  

C: 
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M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 

Spirit.   

 

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  John 3:5, 6 

 

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.  Psalm 51:5 

 

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  1 Corinthians 6:11 

 

(sung) My loving Father, there you took me  

 To be henceforth your child and heir. 

 My faithful Savior, there you let me  

 The fruit of all your sorrows share. 

 O Holy Spirit, comfort me  

 When threat’ning clouds around I see. 

 

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

(sung) My faithful God, you fail me never;  

 Your promise surely will endure. 

 Oh, cast me not away forever  

 If words and deeds become impure. 

 Have mercy when I come defiled;  

 Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 

 

M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 

washing with water through the Word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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(sung) All that I am and love most dearly –  

 Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

 Let me confess my faith sincerely,  

 And help me your own child to be! 

 Let nothing that I am or own  

 Serve any will but yours alone. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our 

calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 49:1-6 

 

God reveals his salvation for Israel and for all nations through his chosen servant. 

 

 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: 

 Before I was born the LORD called me;  

  from my birth he has made mention of my name. 

 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

  he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. 

 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 

 But I said, “I have labored to no purpose; 

  I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. 

  Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” 

 And now the LORD says – he who formed me in the womb to be his servant,  

  to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, 

  for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength –  

 he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

  to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

 I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,  

  that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”  
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 2 

 

God reveals his Son as the Anointed One: the King of the nations. 

 

 Why do the nations conspire 

  and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD 

  and against his Anointed One.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

  the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD. 

  He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Second Lesson Acts 16:25-34 

 

Paul and Silas reveal the Lord Jesus to the jailer and baptize him and his family. 

 

 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 

were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. The jailer 

woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself 

because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all 

here!” 

 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought 

them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.” Then 

they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the 

jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. The 

jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had 

come to believe in God – he and his whole family. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Mark 1:4-11 

 

At his baptism, Jesus is revealed to be the Son of God. 

  

 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his   

 
 

 Verse of the Day: The Verse of the Day is a familiar or significant Scripture text, bookended with 

alleluias (which are omitted during the Lenten season). It is a proper – that is, it changes each Sunday. 

The Verse of the Day mirrors the Sunday, festival, or season of the church year. Its placement between 

the Second Lesson and the Gospel is designed to increase understanding of the lessons. It looks forward 

to and welcomes the reading of the Gospel.  
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message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus 

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem Jesus Is Baptized 

Grade 3 by Mary Dorn Lippert  

 

 Jesus went down to the Jordan to be baptized by John, 

 Went to fulfill God’s righteousness, as would a perfect Son. 

 See the Lamb of God, believers! See the Lamb of God. 

 He takes away the sins of the world, see the Lamb of God! 

 

 John the Baptizer protested. “Why have you come to me? 

 I am the one who has need of you and of your ministry!” 

 See the Lamb of God, believers! See the Lamb of God. 

 He takes away the sins of the world, see the Lamb of God! 

 

 When it was done, Jesus walked to shore. Just then, the heavens above 

 Opened to show God’s Spirit, descending like a dove. 

 See the Lamb of God, believers! See the Lamb of God. 

 He takes away the sins of the world, see the Lamb of God! 

 

 The Spirit rested on Jesus. Then God spoke clear and loud, 

 “This is my Son, and him I love; he makes me mighty proud!” 

 See the Lamb of God, believers! See the Lamb of God. 

 He takes away the sins of the world, see the Lamb of God! 

 

 This is the One God sent to us: Jesus, Messiah, and King! 

 He is the Son and sacrifice for us – a wond’rous thing! 

 See the Lamb of God, believers! See the Lamb of God. 

 He takes away the sins of the world, see the Lamb of God!  
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Hymn of the Day To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 

  Christian Worship 89 

 

 

 

Sermon Mark 1:4-11 

The Father’s Approval  
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Please stand 

 

Confession of Faith  

M: Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with 

Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives 

us new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and 

ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

 

C: Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

 

C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 

M: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

 

C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

M: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

 

C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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M: Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament and in 

faith and action remain true to God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – as long as you live? 

 

C: Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life 

everlasting. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man, fulfilling all 

righteousness.  

 

C: Your heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased.  

 

M: The Holy Spirit revealed you as the Christ, anointed and armed to destroy the work of the 

devil. 

 

C: We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a servant, 

became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father. 

 

M: Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and gracious 

promises to the water of Holy Baptism. 

 

C: In baptism you cleansed us from sin, redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your 

perfect righteousness.   

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: We praise you for the promise and treasures of baptism. 

 

C: Encourage us to remember our baptism daily as we die to sin and rise to new life with 

you. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we claim a place, though 

weak and lowly, among your saints, your chosen host,  

 

C: Buried with Christ and dead to sin, your Spirit now shall live within. 

 

M: All that I am and love most dearly – receive it all, O Lord, from me. Let me confess my faith 

sincerely, and help me your own child to be!  

 

C: Let nothing that I am or own serve any will but yours alone. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation of 2021 St. John’s Board Members (8:00 a.m.)  
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Hymn Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert 

  Christian Worship Supplement 709 
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Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn All Who Believe and Are Baptized 

 Christian Worship 299 

 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Year in Review 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
  

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Dan Schmal, organ (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday) 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy” Text and tune public domain. 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 “Psalm 2” Tune and tone Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Jesus Is Baptized” Text © 1993 Mary Dorn Lippert. 

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” Text © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

 “Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert” Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Tune public  

 domain. 

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized” Text and tune public domain. 

“Thy Strong Word” Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Tune public domain.  
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Parents’ Preview for January 17 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Thy Strong Word” 

 Christian Worship 280 
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Sunday Bible Study  
A new Sunday morning Bible study begins today at 9:15 a.m. 

 

The Book of Job 

Taught by Rev. Dr. Mark Braun (Wisconsin Lutheran College) in the Fellowship Hall 
 

The most difficult question Christians often face in life is this: If God is all-powerful, and if he loves us, 

why must we suffer? In the book of Job, God invites us to go with Job through his suffering and 

eavesdrop on the lessons he learned.  
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2021 St. John’s Board Members 

 
Jeff Scheibe, Exec Board Brian Treichel, Elders Bret Harttert, Outreach 

Peter Hansen, Exec Board* Casey Holtz, Education Jon Leyrer, Outreach* 

Mike Swenson, Exec Board Kerry Kuehn, Education Andrew De Longe, Outreach* 

Brent Siegmund, Exec Board Jon Phillips, Education Matt Hobler, Outreach 

Greg Martin, Elders Dan Young, Education Mark Naumann, Stewardship 

John Peterman, Elders Troy Schulz, Education Mark Meissner, Stewardship 

Terry Paul, Elders John Warnke, Discipleship* Phil Hansen, Stewardship* 

David Close, Elders Matt Pastorek, Discipleship Phil Theesfeld, Stewardship 

Bill Braun, Elders Adam Goede, Outreach Ed Miller, Finance 

(* denotes newly elected Board members)  

 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to these outgoing board members for their years of service: 

Dennis Maurer, Exec Board Kurt Handeland, Outreach Mark Rhyner, Stewardship 

Kevin Festerling, Discipleship Jim Schneiker, Outreach Matt Totsky, Finance 

Jon Johnson, Discipleship Erik Campbell, Outreach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 2 

 

  

M Mark 1:1-8 1 John 4:9-16a 

T Mark 1:9-15 Mark 1:21-28 

W John 1:35-42 John 1:43-51 

R Matthew 4:12-17 Matthew 4:18-25 

F Hebrews 2:14-18 John 10:31-38 

S John 5:19-24 Luke 10:21-24 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


